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File No. 225
Substitute House Bill No. 5549

House of Representatives, March 31, 1998. The
Conmttee on Transportation reported through REP.
COCCO, 127th DI ST., Chairman of the Commttee on
the part of the House, that the substitute bill
ought to pass.

AN ACT CONCERNI NG TOWERS

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in CGeneral Assenbly convened:

Section 1. Section 14-66 of the genera
statutes, as amended by section 11 of public act
97-236, is r epeal ed and the followng is
substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) (1) No person, firm or corporation shal
engage in the business of operating a wecker for
t he pur pose of towng or transporting for
conpensation notor vehicles which are disabled,
inoperative or wecked or are being renoved in
accordance with the provisions of section 14-145,
14-150 or 14-307, AS AMENDED, unless such person,
firmor corporation is a nmotor vehicle dealer or
repairer i censed under t he provi sions of
subdivision (D) of this part. (2) The conm ssi oner
shal | establish and publish a schedule of wuniform

rates and charges for the nonconsensual tow ng and
transporting of notor vehicles and for the storage
of notor vehicles which shall be J ust and
reasonable.  The conmm ssioner my, fromtine to
time, anmend each such schedule and the rates and
charges contained therein. In establishing and

amendi ng such rates and charges, the conm ssioner
may consider factors, including, but not linmted



2 File No. 225

24 to, rates set by other jurisdictions, charges for

25

towing and transporting services provided pursuant

26to a contract wth an aut onobi | e club or

aut onobi | e associ ati on i censed under t he
provi sions of section 14-67 and rates published in
standard service nanuals. The conm ssioner shall
hold a public hearing for the purpose of obtaining
additional information concerning such rates and
charges. (3) Wth respect to the nonconsensual
towwng or transporting and the storage of notor
vehicles, no such person, firm or corporation
shall charge nore than the rates and charges
publ i shed by t he conmi ssi oner. Any person
aggrieved by any action of the conmm ssioner under
the provisions of this section may take an appea
therefrom in accordance with section 4-183, except
venue for such appeal shall be in the judicial
district of Hartford-New Britain*.

(b) The conmi ssi oner, by hinmself or an
i nspector authorized by him shall examine each
wr ecker, its nunber, equipnent and identification,
and ascertain the nmechanical condition of such
wr ecker and ascertain whether or not it is
properly equipped to do the work intended. Such
wr ecker shall be deened properly equipped if it
has installed thereon two flashing yellow lights
so nmounted on the vehicle as to showin all
directions at all times and which shall i ndi cate
the full width of said vehicle. Such lights shal
be nmounted not |ess than eight feet above the road
surface and as near the back of the cab of such
vehicle as practicable. Such lights shall be in
operation whenever a disabled vehicle is being
towed by such wecker and when such wecker is at
the scene of an accident or |ocation of a disabled
notor vehicle. In addition thereto each wecker
shall be equipped with a spot light so nounted
that the beam of light can be shown in all
directions. The hoisting equipment of each w ecker
shall be of sufficient capacity to perform the
service intended and shall be securely nounted to
the frane of such vehicle. A fire extinguisher
shall be carried at all tinmes on each wecker
which shall be in proper working condi ti on,
nmounted in a permanent bracket on each wecker and
have a mnimumrating of eight bc. A set of three
flares in operating condition shall be carried at
all times on each wecker and shall be used
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between the periods of one-half hour after sunset
and one-half hour before sunrise when the wrecker
is parked on a highway while nakinP ener gency
repairs or preparing to pick up a disabled vehicle
to renove it from a highway or adjoining property.
No registrant or operator of apny wecker shall
offer to give any gratuities or inducenments of any
kind to any police officer or other person in
order to obtain tow ng business or recomendations
for towng or storage of, or estimating repairs

to, di sabl ed vehicles. No licensee shall require
the owner to sign a contract for the repair of his
damaged vehicle as part of t he t owi ng
consideration or to sign an order for the repair
of, or authorization for estimate until the tow
job has been conpleted. No licensee shall tow a
vehicle in such a negligent manner as to cause
further damage to the vehicle being towed.
(¢) Each  wecker used for towing or
transporting disabled or wecked notor vehicles
for conpensation shall be registered as a wecker

by the commssioner for a fee of ninety-two
dol | ars. Each such registration shall be renewed
biennially according to r enewal schedul es
established by the conm ssioner so as to effect
staggered renewal of all such registrations. | f
the adoption of a staggered system results in the
expiration of any registration nore or less than
two years fromits Issuance, the comm ssioner may
charge a prorated anobunt for such registration
f ee.

(d) AN OMNER OF A WRECKER MAY APPLY TO THE
COW SSI ONER FOR A GENERAL DI STI NGUI SHI NG NUMBER
AND NUMBER PLATE FOR THE PURPCSE OF DI SPLAYING
SUCH NUMBER PLATE ON A MOTOR VEH CLE TEMPORARI LY
IN THE CUSTODY OF SUCH OMER AND BEING TOWED OR
TRANSPORTED BY SUCH OMER. THE COVM SSI ONER SHALL
| SSUE SUCH NUVBER AND NUMBER PLATE TO AN OMER OF
A WRECKER (1) WHO HAS COWLIED WTH THE
REQUI REMENTS OF TH'S SECTION, AND (2) WHOSE
WRECKER |'S EQUI PPED | N ACCORDANCE W TH SUBSECTI ON
(b) OF THI'S SECTION. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL CHARCE
A FEE TO COVER THE COST OF | SSUANCE AND RENEWAL OF
SUCH NUMBER PLATES.

[(d)1 (e) Wth respect to the nonconsensual
towng or transporting of a notor wvehicle, no
licensee may tow or transport a vehicle to the
prem ses of any person, firm or cor poration
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engaged in t he storage of vehi cl es for
conpensati on unl ess such person, firm or
corporation adher es to the storage charges
publ i shed by the conmm ssioner

[(e)] (f) The provisions of this section
shal | not apply to any person, firm or
corporation, Picensed as "~ a notor vehicle dealer
under the provisions of subdivision (D) of this
part, towng or transporting a notor vehicle for
sal vage purposes, provided such person, firm or
cor poration does not offer direct towing or
wr ecker service to the public.

[(£)1 (g) For the purposes of this section
"nonconsensual towi ng or transporting" nmeans the
towng or transporting of a notor vehicle in
accordance with the provisions of section 14-145
or for which arrangenents are nade by order of a
| aw enforcenent officer or traffic authority, as
defined in section 14-297.

Sec. 2. Subsection (c) of section 14-96q of
the general statutes is repealed and the follow ng
is substituted in lieu thereof:

(c) Flashing lights are prohibited on notor
vehi cl es other than school buses, except (1) as a
means for indicating a right or left turn, (2
flashing blue lights used by nenbers of vol unteer
or civil preparedness fire conpanies, as provided
by subsection (b) of section 14-96p, (3) on
certain energency and nmaintenance vehicles by
witten permt from the conmm ssioner, (4) flashing
or revolving yellow lights on WRECKERS REQ STERED
PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 14-66, AS AMENDED BY THI S ACT,
OR vehicles of carriers in rural nail-delivery
service or vehicles transporting or escorting any
vehicle or load or conbinations of vehicles or
vehicles and load which is or are either oversize

or overweight or both, and operated or traveling
under a permt issued by the Comm ssioner of
Transportation pursuant to section 14-270, (5)
flashing red Ilights (A on a notor vehicl e
accommodating fifteen or |ess handi capped students

used only during the tinme such vehicle is stopped
for the purpose of receiving or discharging such
handi capped students, (B) used by nenbers of the
fire police on a stationary vehicle as a warning
signal during traffic directing operations at the
scene of a fire, (C on rescue vehicles, (D) used
by chief executive officers of energency nedica
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service organizations as provided in subsection

a) of section 14-96p, or (F anbul ances, as

efined in section 19a-175, AS AMENDED, _ (6)
flashing green lights used by nenbers of vol unteer
anmbul ance associ ations or conpanies as provided in
subsection (c) of section 14-96p, or (7) fl ashi ng
white lights or flashing lights of other colors
specified by f eder al requirements for t he
manufacture of an anbul ance used in conjunction
with flashing red lights or flashing head |anps
and a flashing anber 1light on an anbul ance
responding to an energency call. The prohibitions
in this section shall not prevent the operator of
a notor vehicle who while traveling on a |imted
access divided highway, because of the grade, is
unable to maintain the mnimm speed of forty
mles per hour, or who while traveling on any
other highway is operating such notor vehicle at
such slow speed as to obstruct or endanger
following traffic, or the operator of a disabled
vehicle stopped on a hazardous |ocation on the
highway, or in close proxinity thereto, from
f 1 ashi ng lights, installed on the vehicle
primarily for other purposes, in any manner that
he selects so as to indicate that such vehicle is
traveling slowy, obstructing traffic or is
disabled and is a hazard to be avoided. The
conm ssioner is authorized, at his discretion, to
issue special permts for the use of flashing or
revolving lights on energency vehicles, on escort
vehi cl es and on nmi ntenance vehicles, provided any
person, firm or corporation other than the state
or any metropolitan district, t own, city or
borough” shall pay an annual pernmit fee of two
dollars for each such vehicle, provided vehicles
not registered in this state used for transporting
or escorting any vehicle or load or conbinations
of vehicles or vehicles and load which is or are

either  oversize or overweight or both when
operating under a permt i ssued by t he
Conmi ssioner of Transportation pursuant to section
14-270, shall not require such permt. [Oh and
after July 1, 1985, such] SUCH annual pernmt fee

shall be [three dollars, on and after July 1,
1989, four dollars and fifty cents, on and after
July 1, 1991, five dollars and seventy-five cents
and on and after July 1, 1993,] seven dollars.
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"THE FOLLOW NG FI SCAL | MPACT STATEMENT AND BILL
ANALYSI S ARE PREPARED FOR THE BENEFI T OF MEMBERS OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SOLELY FOR PURPOSES OF | NFORVATI ON,
SUMVARI ZATI ON  AND EXPLANATI ON AND DO NOT' REPRESENT THE
I NTENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OR ElI THER HOUSE THEREOF
FOR ANY PURPCSE. "

* Kk *x *x %

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT - BILL NUMBER sHB 5549

STATE | MPACT O fsetting Costs, M nimal Revenue
Loss (Transportation Fund), see
expl anati on bel ow

MUNI Cl PAL | MPACT None

STATE AGENCY(S) The Departnment of Modtor Vehicles

EXPLANATI ON OF ESTI MATES:

This legislation allows a wecker operator to apply to
the Departnent of Mdtor Vehicles (DW) for a specia
license plate to be placed on a notor vehicle which is
to be towed or transported. Since the fee for issuance
and renewal of the plate is to equal the costs of the
DW, no fiscal i mpact on revenues or expenditures is
anticipated. (Costs for the special license plate could
be approxi mately $15.00).

Since under the bill, wecker operators wll no |onger
be required to obtain special permts under the "use of
flashing [ights on energency vehicles" provision of the
general statutes, its passage could result in a mnim
revenue loss to the Transportation Fund from the $7
permt fee.

* kX ok K %
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OLR BILL ANALYSIS
SHB 5549
AN ACT CONCERNING TOWERS
SUMMARY : By | aw, only a licensed notor vehicle dealer

or repairer may engage in the business of operating a
w ecker to tow or transport for conpensation a vehicle

that is disabled, wr ecked, i noperati ve, or being
renoved by order of a law enforcenent officer. Thi s
bi |l allows a wecker operator to apply to the

Departnent of Mtor Vehicles (bMv) for a special
license plate that can be put on a vehicle the wecker
i S moving. The DW nust issue the plate with a general
di stinguishing nunber to gany wecker owner who has
conplied wth the equipnent, rate filing, and ot her
requirements of the law governing wecker operations
and nmust charge a fee to cover plate issuance and
renewal costs.

The bill also allows properly registered weckers to
di splay flashing or revolving yellow lights anywhere on
t he vehicle. Currently, in order to be deened properly
equi pped, a wecker nmust have tw flashing vyellow

lights nmounted at |east eight feet above the ground, as
near to the back of the cab as practicable, indicating
the full wdth of the vehicle, and visible at all tines
and in all directi ons. Under the bill, it would be
able to display other yellow lights as well.

EFFECTI VE DATE: Cctober 1, 1998
COMMITTEE ACTION
Transportation Commttee

Joint Favorabl e Substitute
Yea 23 Nay O



